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34 CFR Ch. III (7–1–98 Edition)§ 361.28

shall obtain a waiver of statewideness,
in accordance with § 361.26.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0500)

(Authority: Section 101(a)(1)(A) of the Act; 29
U.S.C.721(a)(1)(A))

§ 361.28 Third-party cooperative ar-
rangements involving funds from
other public agencies.

(a) If the designated State unit en-
ters into a third-party cooperative ar-
rangement for providing or administer-
ing vocational rehabilitation services
with another State agency or a local
public agency that is furnishing part or
all of the non-Federal share, the State
plan must assure that—

(1) The services provided by the co-
operating agency are not the cus-
tomary or typical services provided by
that agency but are new services that
have a vocational rehabilitation focus
or existing services that have been
modified, adapted, expanded, or recon-
figured to have a vocational rehabilita-
tion focus;

(2) The services provided by the co-
operating agency are only available to
applicants for, or recipients of, services
from the designated State unit;

(3) Program expenditures and staff
providing services under the coopera-
tive arrangement are under the admin-
istrative supervision of the designated
State unit; and

(4) All State plan requirements, in-
cluding a State’s order of selection,
will apply to all services provided
under the cooperative program.

(b) If a third party cooperative agree-
ment does not comply with the
statewideness requirement in § 361.25,
the State unit shall obtain a waiver of
statewideness, in accordance with
§ 361.26.

(Authority: Sec. 101(a)(1)(A) of the Act; 29
U.S.C. 721(a)(1)(A))

§ 361.29 Statewide studies and evalua-
tions.

(a) Statewide studies. The State plan
must assure that the State unit con-
ducts continuing statewide studies to
determine the current needs of individ-
uals with disabilities within the State
and the best methods to meet those
needs. As part of the development of

the State plan, the continuing state-
wide studies, at a minimum, must in-
clude—

(1) A triennial comprehensive assess-
ment of the rehabilitation needs of in-
dividuals with severe disabilities who
reside in the State;

(2) A triennial review of the effective-
ness of outreach procedures used to
identify and serve individuals with dis-
abilities who are minorities and indi-
viduals with disabilities who are
unserved and underserved by the voca-
tional rehabilitation system; and

(3) A triennial review of a broad vari-
ety of methods to provide, expand, and
improve vocational rehabilitation serv-
ices to individuals with the most se-
vere disabilities, including individuals
receiving supported employment serv-
ices under 34 CFR part 363.

(b) Annual evaluation. The State plan
must assure that the State unit con-
ducts an annual evaluation of the effec-
tiveness of the State’s vocational reha-
bilitation program in providing voca-
tional rehabilitation and supported em-
ployment services, especially to indi-
viduals with the most severe disabil-
ities. The annual evaluation must ana-
lyze the extent to which—

(1) The State has achieved the goals
and priorities established in the State
plan and annual amendments to the
plan; and

(2) The State is in compliance with
the evaluation standards and perform-
ance indicators established by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 106 of the
Act.

(c) Reporting requirements. (1) The
State plan must describe annually
those changes that have been adopted
in policy, in the State plan and its
amendments, and in the strategic plan
and its amendments as a result of the
statewide studies and the annual pro-
gram evaluation.

(2) The State plan must contain an
annual description of the methods used
to expand and improve vocational reha-
bilitation services to individuals with
the most severe disabilities, including
the State unit’s criteria for determin-
ing which individuals are individuals
with the most severe disabilities.

(3) The State plan must contain an
annual analysis of the characteristics
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